
ROMAN EMPIRE



Pax  = peace    = PAX ROMANA
Lasted for 207 years (27BC—AD180)
3 million square miles
70-90 million people

AUGUSTUS
Established a single 
monetary unit—helped 
in trading

Abolished trade taxes between 
Roman provinces
Built many roads and 

aqueducts
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https://ww
w.youtube.
com/watch
?v=CJrEi
WsI4f8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJrEiWsI4f8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=C5obOUDyQ5s

20:11-27:00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5obOUDyQ5s


Time to Build an Aqueduct

20 behavior/participation 
points











Augustus dies
Tiberius is chosen by the senate as the next emperor

known as a Julian emperor—because he was from Caesar’s 
family

There was no fixed rule of succession
each time an emperor died, there was potential for a crisis

PROBLEMS:
Nero commits suicide—the army would pick 

a successor and then they would 
murder him. 

There were 4 emperors in 18 months
Caligula was crazy—appointed his horse as 

consul

Should the dying emperor choose, or the 
senate?



THE ROMAN CITY:
Rome itself had 10,000 statues, 700 public pools and basins, 

500 fountains, 37 monumental gates, and 36 marble
arches.

The Pantheon—building dedicated 
to the gods
light would come in a 
small opening at the 
top of the domed ceiling.





PRINCIPLES OF ROMAN LAW:
1. No person could be judged guilty of a crime until the facts 

were presented
2. All accused persons had the right to defend themselves in 

front of a judge

3. If there is doubt of a person’s guilt they should be judged 
innocent

4. Laws that are unfair can be set aside



EVERYDAY LIFE FOR PEOPLE IN ROME:

LIFE AT THE TOP:
Fancy houses
Gardens
Statues
Banquets

LIFE AT THE BOTTOM:
Crowded multi-level tenements
Rations of food
Rats

By 250AD—there were 150 holidays celebrating 
emperors’ birthdays, gods’ feast days, and other 
special occasions held in the Colosseum 
On these days the government games, races, and 
gladiator shows.
All Romans were allowed to attend



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=C5obOUDyQ5s

41:35-53:00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5obOUDyQ5s






Romans were fairly tolerant of religions that were followed by the 
people that they conquered. Many people in the empire were 
polytheists. The exception:

The Jews

The entire area of Syria and Palestine fell under Roman influence 
in 65BC



JESUS CHRIST

Jewish kings 
ruled as 
representatives 
in Rome
Rome finally 
took over the 
Jewish kingdom 
and made it the 
Roman province 
of Judea in AD 6

About this time we have the birth of 



Jesus was both a Jew and a 
Roman subject
Sources about Christ’s life are 
contained in the four 
gospels (good news)

Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John

Born in Jerusalem
Grew up in Nazareth
Traveled with his parents to 
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover 
every year
He began His ministry when He 
was about 30-years-old



John the Baptist was warning the 
people to repent and prepare 

prior to His birth
Jesus asked John to baptize Him
For the next 3 years, Christ was a 
wandering prophet and teacher

His teachings included the 10 
commandments
He chose 12 apostles to help 
spread His teachings



Taught in parables
Sermon on the mount—beatitudes 
The growing popularity of Christ worried many Romans and Jews

Crowds began referring to him as the Messiah (savior)
It was prophesied that a great leader would free the Jews from 
captivity
Chief priests said that his teachings were blasphemy 

Jesus was brought to trial 
and crucified









According to the gospels, 
Jesus came back from the 
dead and encouraged His 
apostles to spread His 
teachings
Led by Peter, the apostles
went out and spread the 
gospel of Christ

The movement became known as 
CHRISTIANITY



The most influential apostle in spreading of Jesus’ teachings was Paul

Saul the Jew had a powerful religious experience and

became Paul the Christian and dedicated his life to teaching 

people about Christ

Pax Romana provided an ideal situation for the spread of Christianity

Paul was able to travel freely around the Empire

His letters (epistles) make up the majority of the New Testament

Taught that believers would be saved from their sins by the 

grace of God

Christianity was open to anyone (women, slaves . . .)

Christian churches were established in every major city in the 

east empire

Now the world’s most wide spread religion





But now that we have hit the year 0
you can remember it as

After Donuts

In the year of 
our Lord







Religion became a problem in Rome
Jews and Christians refused to worship the emperor

JEWS
Rome promised freedom to 
worship
In AD 66, a band of Jewish 
revolutionaries (zealots) —tried to 
get rid of Roman rule
4 years later Romans burned the 
Jewish temple. The western 
portion of the wall was all that
was left standing. Today it is the 

holiest of Jewish shrines.





Many Christians were brought to trial, 
if they did not give up their 
religion they were put to death. 

These people are known as martyrs.
As the Empire declined, 
Christianity became more popular.

CHRISTIANS
In AD 64—Nero ordered the 

persecution of the Christians
Peter and Paul were killed in 

Rome



The Petrine Doctrine:
Peter was Rome’s first bishop-

a church official who sets moral standards and 
supervises finances of local churches.

Peter died in Rome
Eventually, every city in the empire would 
have its own bishop
The bishop in Rome was considered to 
outrank the others
The Roman bishop was given the title—

Pope: father of the Christian church

Western Christians believed this to be true  -
Eastern Christians did not



During the third century (AD 200-300) Rome experienced a host of 
problems

ECONOMY:
Trade was disrupted by barbarian raids
Rome paid its riches to India and China
Government minted coins that had less silver in them—inflation

MILITARY:
Expensive to pay Roman soldiers to fight
Hired barbarians to fight for them—not very loyal

POLITICS:
Became less of an honor to hold office as Rome ran out of money
The army took over and generals were the emperors



DIOCLETIAN:
Army leader who sought to reform the problems

•Doubled the size of the armies
•Fixed prices on goods and services
•Ordered persecution of the Christians
•Divided the empire into the Greek-east and the Latin-west

Each half had its own emperor
The east had most of the big cities and 

more wealth

Diocletian took the east for himself



CONSTANTINE:
In AD 313—
announced the end 
to the persecution of 
the Christians.
Allowed people to 
worship who they 
wanted to

Edict of Milan—
Christianity became 
the empire’s official 
religion Constantine won control of both halves of the empire.
Moved the capital to Byzantium better for trade, close to water, Christian

Center of the empire shifted to the east
Changed the name to Constantinople (city of Constantine)

Empire officially split



CAUSE EFFECT
The Roman Empire                   
grew larger
Romans could not defend            
far away cities

Travelers and soldiers          
brought diseases to Rome
Plagues and diseases                
killed many people

Some parts of the empire      
became too difficult to defend

The empire became too              
large to be ruled by one man

The eastern provinces           
became very rich and Constantine 
built Constantinople

It became difficult and expensive to 
control regions far from Rome

Part of the government was moved to 
Gaul
Plagues spread through Rome

The population was greatly reduced

The Romans gave them up 

Diocletain divided the empire in two 
Diocletian = eastern half
Maximilian  = Western half

Rome became less and less important





BARBARIANS OVERRAN THE EMPIRE (AD 376-476)
Ostrogoths, Visigoths, Franks, Angles, Saxons, Burgundians, 
Lombards, and Vandals all took part. All  were semi-barbaric people 
who spoke Germanic languages.

Alaric—king of the Visigoths marched over the Alps to Rome. A 
traitor opened the gates and thousands of Germans stormed the city 
for 3 days.

The Vandals sacked 
Rome 45 years later 
and thousands of 
Romans were 
shipped to Africa as 
slaves



Meanwhile . . . The Huns were 
making their way over from 
Asia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnW6H0EEBBI

Were unable to get into Constantinople
Attila came to Rome in AD 452

ATTILA:
Had 100,000 soldiers with him
Sacked 70 cities in the eastern  
half of the empire

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnW6H0EEBBI


Leo I—Pope at the time went to Attila’s camps and Attila withdrew 
his forces



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

Gallic warrior

• The Gallic Wars 
(58– 51 BCE)

• Caesar’s Civil War
(49 – 45 BCE)

• „Alea iacta est.“ 
• „Veni, vidi, vici.“

• The Ides of March

III CE

Middle of the 1st century 
BCE

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire
The Second Triumvirate 
(Octavian, Lepidus, Marcus 

Antonius)

• Battle of Actium–
31 BCE

• Conquest of Egypt–
End of the 
REPUBLIC

• Empire:
1. Principate
2. Pax Augusta

III CE

Second half of the 1st century 
BCE 

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

• Julio-Claudian 
Dynasty: Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius, 
Nero.

• Claudius conquered 
south Britain (43
CE), Mauritania (45 
CE) and Thrace (47
CE)

• Flavian Dynasty –
Vespasian, Titus, 
Domitian. 

Claudius (37– 41 CE)

• Titus finished the 
Colosseum

III CE

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

• Nerva-Antonine 
Dynasty (96 – 193)

• The Empire at its 
Height

• Trajan conquered 
Dacia (106.)

III CE

First half of the 2nd century

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

- Western Roman Empire • Trajan conquered 
Parthia (117)

• Declared by the 
Senate optimus 
princeps (“the best 
ruler”)

Trajan

Pantheon – completed by the 
emperor Hadrian (110 – 125)

III CE

First half of the 2nd century

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

• Emperor Hadrian –
constructed Hadrian’s 
Wall (limes)

• He traveled nearly 
every single province in 
the Empire to check the 
military conditions

• Marcus Aurelius –
defeated barbarian tribes 
in the Marcomannic Wars

Hadrian 

Marcus Aurelius

III CE

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

III CE

• Diocletian (284 –
305)

• Dominate
• Millitary and 

administration reform
• Persecution of 

Christians

• Constantine the Great 
(306 – 337)

• 313  – Edict of 
Milan

• 330  – Foundation of 
Constantinopole

Constantinople

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

III CE

Theodosius I
• Theodosius – the 

Empire was divided 
into the Eastern and 
Western Roman Empire

• Barbarians penetrate 
the frontiers of the 
Empire frequently and 
starting to invade the 
places  near the 
frontiers

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

III CE

• In 410 Alaric took 
Rome by starvation, 
sacked it for three days  

• Atila the Hun take over 
Pannonia

• Vandals invade Spain, 
north Africa, and sack 
Rome in 455

Attila  „the Hun“

First half of the 5th century

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



Timeline

VIII BCE

IV BCE

III BCE

III BCE

III BCE

II BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I BCE

I CE

II CE

II CE

II CE IV CE V CE V CE

Legend: - Republic

- Empire

III CE

• In 476. Odoacer 
deposed Romulus 
Augustulus and 
proclaimed himself 
ruler of Italia

• FALL OF THE 
WESTERN 
ROMAN EMPIRE.

Sack of Rome

Second half of the 5th century 

- Western Roman Empire

- Eastern Roman Empire



The last Roman emperor was a 14-year-old boy named Romulus 
Augustulus

In AD 476 he lost his throne to a barbarian general named Odoacer
Roman power in the west had disappeared

The east remained in tact under the direction of the emperor at 
Constantinople

Becomes known as the 
Byzantine Empire



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=wS-CsYrHs7I&feature=youtu.be

Watch kids fall down

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wS-CsYrHs7I&feature=youtu.be
















Military 
problems

B, C



The Roman Empire fell because of Military 
problems









Where do I start for my intro?

Establish:
Time
Place
Story

(use the reading from the beginning and the timeline)

To begin writing I suggest:
Think of something that can fall down or be destroyed.

What happens?





Bartering along the Silk Road 
Good West                         Cities                         East

Rome Damascus Alexandria 
Eschate

Kashgar Khotan Chang'an

Gold
(coins) 16 8 4 2 1 .5
Dates

(baskets) 8 16 8 4 2 1
Copper
(coins) 2 4 8 4 2 1
Herbs

(baskets) 4 8 16 32 16 8
Jade

(boxes) 2 4 8 16 32 16
Silk

(bolts) 1 2 4 8 16 32


